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4 LETTERS to the Editor 


Change of Address 


Since the Post Office Depart- 
ment ordinarily does not forward 
magazines to new addresses, 
it is important that the Institute 
be notified of changes in address 
30 days in advance of publishing 
date to ensure receipt of every 
issue of Aerospace Engineering 
and the Journal of the Aerospace 
Sciences. 


Notices should be printed legi- 
bly and sent directly to the Circu- 
lation Department, Institute of the 
Aerospace Sciences, Inc., 2 East 
64th Street, New York 21, N.Y. 


Lauds Christenson Article, 
Whole Man vs. Machine Issue 


@ The “Reader Feedback” question- 
naire in September Aerospace Engineer- 
img was most appropriately placed for 
me at the end of Carl Christenson’s 
fine article! This is the kind of writing 
which reminds one that what bene- 
fits him personally in a philosophic 
sense indeed may benefit him profes- 
sionally. The converse, which is per- 
haps less frequent, is also demonstrated 
in good measure by Mr. Christenson’s 
article. 

We have need of such reminders as 
markers to help us re-establish the 
bearings we tend to lose on occasion in 
ur ‘‘panic for progress.’’ If I were 
to take the position of a reviewer, I 
would say that Mr. Christenson has 
made a timely and eloquent plea for a 
“return to natural philosophy’ in 
the design of our airline safety activities 
(as well as some of the equipment that 
goes with them!). Those who were 
fortunate enough to attend the Decem- 
ber 1961 National Rocket Club luncheon 
in ‘Washington would recognize in 
this plea the counterpart of that ad- 
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vanced to this group by Dr. Robert 
Jastrow of NASA with regard to the 
design of our space experiments. Both 
might be extended to cover the design 
of our corporate—and Government— 
organization structures. 

I would urge those who have not 
read Mr. Christenson’s article to go 
back to the September issue and do so. 
To those that have, I would urge its 
rereading. There’s more to it than may 
appear from the first pass. I would also 
like to add that while my personal in- 
terests caused me to respond as I have 
to this particular article, I regard 
September Aerospace Engineering com- 
prehensively as an unusually fine and 
thoughtful issue and extend my thanks 
to all concerned—authors and staff. 

We do not have to sacrifice a great 
deal of the technical content normally 
expected of this publication to include 
such articles on occasion, and perhaps 
our use of the technical content will 
benefit by a periodic dose of philosophy 
such as Mr. Christenson’s. Let’s have 
more! 


P. R. de Bruyn, MIAS 
Wayland, Mass. 
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